JOANNA CZY Z

THE TRUTH OR “USEFULNESS"? — THE MEANING
OF THE DILEMMA FOR THE PRAGMATISM
AND THE WAY OF THINKING IN THE USA

In the beginning of the nineteenth century Amenigas considered a cultural and
economical desert. They were neither interestedhe general ideas nor did they
appreciate theoretical discoveries. In the fieldeathnology European inventions were
applied after being improved and they fitted welithwthe country’s need. True
knowledge came from experience and if the Amerid¢atsnot gradually learned how to
rule themselves, text book knowledge would not haefped them in anything. They
tried not to think in a comprehensive way and thadition was thought as the source of
information. They searched for the cause of thenphenon themselves. Every
American applied to the individual work of his owrind®. The efforts of the intellects
were concentrated on amassing material prospefityye Americans dealt with the
literature in the least extent comparing with alilized countries.

At the end of the 19 century, true American philosophy was born — pratigm-
created by Charles Sanders Peirce and then dedelopéNilliam James and John
Dewey. Pragmatism is a philosophical movement basethe rule of usefulness as the
criterion of the truth. It inspired the researchl acientific experiments, announced the

! A.de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, p. 271.
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belief in the possibilities of human cognition aspkration. It was a philosophy checked
in the daily life of the settling pioneers; it cdliave satisfied the needs of an intellectual
and an ordinary man. The thought was based ndietheoretical truth but on the truth
that is turned out to be useful in the specifiaaibns. In the philosophy of pragmatism
started by Peirce, and then developed by Jamesfotighstone of the truth is its
utilitarian, practical function. As the man, whdsaccording to his free will, knowledge
and experience, learns about the reality, he fonderm the new truths and laws so he is
also a creator of his own reality. Pragmatism @gdhe open world in which human
thought evolves towards other truths and ideasggrRaéism is against monist systems,
the reality which is closed to an order givampriori, postulates experiment, searching
and the principle of free choiteThe beginnings of philosophical thinking in th&A
are connected with the import of the German phppbécal systems. After the American
Civil War (1861) studying abroad in Germany becapopular, which reflected the
intellectual life of university societies. The Gem philosophical thought was
popularized by political immigrants from Germany.

The originator of the term “pragmatism” and the aletnethodological principles for
scientific investigation, out of which the broaddawmaried trend of philosophical
pragmatism in the USA grew, was Charles Sandemsdefhat trend penetrated later
to almost all domains of the intellectual and sbdiée in the USA. Peirce’s
philosophical considerations, as well as the mdsAmerican written philosophical
works of XIX century were shaped under the diraflience of European philosophy.

In Peirce’'s pragmatism we can find clear influenck the classical English
empiricism, the Scottish school, ™ 9century positivism and scientism, Kant's
philosophy and middle ages’ Duns Scott realism. odding to Peirce “philosophy
cannot begin with a total doubt” as it is willescartes (Cartesius). We have to begin
with all prejudices, we have at the moment, whensteet to study philosophy. While
studying we can face some doubts about tha,t whaised to believe before but it must
be supported by our experience.

In the process of our reasoning we base on thenaltpower and however it is not
enough to reach the truth, it is a crucial factorgaining it. Direct cognition is
a necessary basis in the process of cognitionfrdeties this cognition and is a tool of its
verification.

If we want to see the reality knowingly we canntdris our cognition from the
general doubt.

We always have “the back” of convictions about Wwhige do have no doubts.

We cannot develop our knowledge without referrimguir experience.

Only through experience we can have direct contattt the world and this can only
be “given“ through experience.

The quintessence of pragmatism according to thee@asichool of thought was the
principle explanation for establishing the meanafgthe concepts, which he reached
gradually by rejecting Cartesius’ philosophicalditen with its consideration over the

2 A.Kopcewicz: Historia Stanow Zjednoczonych w zarysie wiek XVIII-XIX, p. 328.

% Charles Sanders Peirce (1839-1914) was brought up and educated in Boston and Cambridge,
where the biggest influence had the English ideals. The Peirce’s life did not reflect his ideas as he did not
lead an ordered life and was difficult to live and work with.
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issues of doubt and conviction and the critic af thaditional depiction of the clarity
criteria and concept clarity.

The main condition, which has to be fulfilled befothe research of a particular
problems and the establishing the truthe or falsftgertain statements, hypothesis and
theories start, is a real, possibly full and clestablishing or understanding the meaning
of the concepts.

Before we start examining the truth of the giventeece, hypothesis or theory we
should understand its meaning.

The Peirce’s pragmatism was often interpreted éndbntext of acting as the man’s
purpose. However Peirce explained that the actampat be the aim but on the contrary,
it has a sense only as a measure to accomplishithideirce’s “practical consequence”
is a certain form of verification of the statemeriffiese practical consequences that
follow from the statements exhaust their meaninthese is no other way of establishing
the meaning than through the “practical consequence

The first heir and advocate of pragmatism was WfilliJames He first recognized
and announced pragmatism as a new and distina ingphilosophy. “James introduces
Peirce as the creator of pragmatism, quoting hicjple of the establishing the meaning
of the concepts and theories by relating to thetal directives that follow from them
and his thesis claiming that each belief contaerain hint of action

There often appeared misunderstandings about tdesppher’'s profile, that he
provoked himself using informal and light-heartetyles in his speeches (he kept
repeating a sentence, that one should realash valud — which gives a certain
theoretical idea) and thanks to which you can chahg prevailing reality. Experience is
the only source where we can search for the answall our questions and problems.
Experience is also the only criterion of the commess of the cognition. It is not only
possible to reach the final truth but abstract ai. WiRadical empiricism is, as he writes
in The Meaning of TrutHfirst of all consists ofpostulate, second of the sentence about
the fact and, in the end, of the general concldsion

Pragmatism, as James says, “has no statement dxmagts method®.

But the radical empiricism, that James developghdéometaphysical form or outlook,
has its own statements. These statements, asdiieatieemselves, can be supported on
a different basis than those given by the radingdigcism.

It concerns the belief in G8dJames used also a word “humanism”, that means wha
differs true from false is satisfaction. “It is th@ernal relation of conviction to reality
that gives us its peculiar satisfaction with trutie satisfaction, that in comparison to
which the other satisfactions are the biggest dimebo We cannot consider a belief as

* William James (1842-1910) played a crucial role in the rise and development of philosophy of
pragmatism. His philosophical concepts grew also from the contacts with European thought.

® H.Buczyniska: James. Warszawa 1973, p. 30-31.

®W.James: Pragmatism, p. 161.

" W.James: The Meaning of Truth. A Sequel to “Pragmatism”, Warszawa 2000, p. 99.

8 W.James: Pragmatism, p. 70.

° F.Copleston: History of Philosophy, vol. VIII, p. 347.

%\y James: The Meaning of Truth..., p. 157.
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satisfying, meaning true, if it is not agreed witist verified beliefs or, if accessible data
are against it.

However for James no belief can be the final orlessit can be reviewed.

Many of us heard and remember, especially in th& W8en President George W.
Bush in his first speech, after the military actload been started, presidential address to
the nation, said that he had decided on the wlamin order not to wage it in future in
the streets of American cities with the firefigltemd rescuers’ hands. In these words
Bush linked to the pragmatic arguments, visionpasfsible effects if the actions had not
be taken.

Man’s activity consists in subjecting oneself ts br her will and remaining in the
world of his or her own creations, which are acawydo the will. We are in agreement
with our world because we created it according oo imtentions, or because these
intentions and needs have been adapted to thayreplien to us. “A pragmatist
perceives the world as the infinite, changing, dnawand elastic*’. James introduced
the meaning: “the stream of consciousness” whiohedi to emphasize the continuous
character of consciousnéssHe opposed in a principled way to the concept of
sensualism, which divides experience into elemgrgansual experience out of which
the mind creates certain integrity based on thesraf association.

“The first and basic is not a simple impression tha stream of experience”. New
experience never begins in the emptiness; theyyalwanstitute certain already shaped
whole, certain context or organization against Whitey cannot be independent, which
absorbs it, determines and gives sense to it.rttyioown selfwhich join my experience
in whole and gives sense to it in free and subjectvay. Our will organizes our
consciousness, which is connected with its emotioegeds and life. The will is not
determined so the will of an each individual ideliént

Our needs and desires of our life are expressedrnvill. Therefore cognition and
experience are not disinterested, they are confdrtoeour aspirations, desires and
needs. Our mind, on purpose, according to its dsesimoulds its stream of
consciousness. When recalling some events or anglgome ideas, it always appears
to our consciousness: the specific object of thimtwe are paying attention at. We
have to think about something, watch somethingdaw@ot have memories of nothing,
thoughts of nothing or images of nothing- this e tessence of consciousness.
Cognition, experience and molding the stream ofscausness are only one of the
forms of activity. “Psyche and body constitute ameole to James and for him there
was no difference between spiritual and materiagddse It means that the need of
eating one’s fill and the need of having clear oiersce are the same manifestation of
will. Cognition and action were treated by Jamesths whole of different forms of
human beings’ lives and its principle link was ¢ptey of will, which is the final
expression of life and unites its all different 100 g Will, according to James,
controls human being’s consciousness that credtesnteanings as it controls his
behavior and action.

™ H Buczynska: James, p. 111-113.
12| Koczanowicz: Jednostka, dziatanie, spoteczeristwo, p. 39.
'3 H.Buczyniska: James, p. 76.
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| shall quote here James’s standpoint on religidrich was an important element of
his considerations. Religion to James was devoioie@ny cognitive value, but he
thought that it has some emotional functions arsdtiisfy some feeling needs of human
psyche. “Religion, James says, gives the life éagecharm, which cannot be rationally
or logically derived from anything els & Religion is a private matter. “(...) When
| worried about something, especially when | hatispute at home or at work, or, when
| felt exhausted mentally or had some financialbfgms, | can see now, that in
searching for some help | based myself on my istaresomething cosmic, in God. (...)
Nowadays when | am not in this cosmic relationshig, life has lost because of it an
important support. My life has become strangelyddaad indifferent to mé®. This
very aspect of spiritual life is interesting in J@hpragmatism. Feeling is a constitute
element of religious and mystic experience. “Kaihtacated that such words as “soul”,
“God”, “immortality” has not any relevant sensuaintent. It follows that, speaking
theoretically, these are the words of no signiftearBut, however it seems strange, they
have the meaning specific éoir practical life'®. If faith cheers us up and thanks to it we
feel better, than why not to believe. It is impb#sito prove faith, but it is often that
a believer is happier so he or she can manager bettde. According to pragmatism
principles we cannot reject any of the hypothasidess there follow useful to our lives
consequences.

The critic of the classical concept of truth, désed as “intellectual” was a crucial
way of the negation of intellectualism and paveel Way for pragmatic thought. “ldeas
become true only when they help us to reach satgfelationships with other elements
of our experiencé‘7.

The truth of an idea is not a permanent property ianloes not lie in it. The truth
happengo an ided®. It becomesrue thanks to circumstances. As W. James suggests,
are not entitled to treat ideas as true in a cognivay, independently to our ability of
their verification. The James’ concept of expereiludes not only cognitive elements
but the emotional as well. It is a subjective eigrare, shaped by individual will.

As | mentioned above, for Peirce the action wasamoaim but it had sense as the
measure to reach such aim. “Practical consequeffigifii’the meaning of the sentences
and there is no other way of characterizing the mimga than through “practical
consequences”. The James’ interest was directethemmmediate effects, subjective
reactions and so he tries to describe the trutiting to effectiveness of action, and he
thinks about the truth's cash-value.

Pragmatism is to eliminate out of hypothesis wisahat clear and has no rational
meaning. And in action, in practice, in concretéivity we do our theories can find
confirmation of their truth and reality.

First of all James emphasized concrete practidecef and stressed the concrete
sensations and reactions. He postulated that teidemthese ideas which are useful to
human purposes to be true.

1 W.James: The Varieties of Religious Experience, Warszawa 1958, p. 456.
% Ibid., p. 61.

' |bid., p. 52.

" w.James: The Meaning of Truth..., p. 74.

18 \W.James: Pragmatism, p. 161.
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But pragmatism is also the theory of trﬁ’anossessing the truth is not understood as
a purpose itself but on the contrary- it is onlyn@asure to reach further purposes.
Rational cognition of truth, reaching it, means #m&l of the searching for it. It means
the end of the road. It is against “pragma”. Wd nélver achieve the goal but we always
come closer to it by improving ourselves (whateiteaneans in philosophy, sociology
and politics, especially in today’s everyday life}e are proceeding further; the “final
goal” is never reached, we are accomplishing amajbals but never the “final” one.
Similarly to the biological evolution, which createbetter and better species, in
pragmatism we are reaching the best truth which al®lves, changes; the old one is
replaced by a new better one. There are lot oudfit truths and they are close and
inseparably connected to the objectrde ideas are those that we can assimilate,
validate, corroborate and verifyzo. So idea or belief is true if it “functions”. Evéalse
can be true if it “functions”. It is easy to notiteat the true one will be false if it turns
out to be useful and it will be convenient to bedién it.

As we can see, James seems to have a psycholaggwal of the problems of
cognition. Our faith makes the views true; “persomelieves the judgment is true”.
Through our acceptation we take theories for gchritée longer we will be convinced
of idea’s usefulness the longer it will be trueeddo our life. | find similar a conception
of truth in doctrines of Scientologist Church, wleaccording to its founder Ronald
Hubbard! "The truth for you is this what you believe isd@rirou do not have to believe
in anything in scienotology but you have to finduy@wn truth. The truth that will be
good for you. “

The truth is changed into usefulness. In furthealysis we should avoid the word
“truth” or “true” and stay at the category “usefess”.

James understood the word “usefulness” in a vedewange. Among other things it
is connected with satisfying the will's desires aadching the pleasure.

In the other sense, something is useful if it & theasure to reach the purpose, if it
plays the role of a tool. Pragmatism in a subjectisay changes the philosophy of life,
success and achievements. Pragmatic attitude gibtarin the American society until
now... Pragmatic conception of truth is fundamentatlifferent from all these
philosophical theories, which treat truth as arepghdent final cognitive value.

A traditional question about truth does not laythis scope and way of cognition
phenomenon analysis which were introduced by préigma

Pragmatic method worked out by James, explained the sense of thpsbbwing
the way of creating the behavior thanks to itsu@fice on free will and emotions.

Pragmatic principle was to James “an interpretatibmall kind of thought through
drawing a right practical consequenc%z. "A pragmatic principle was a tool of
understanding and comparing different conceptiofisanks to this is possible to
confront the thought with concrete experience. fralcconsequences of the view is the

2 |bid., p. 72.

% |bid., p. 161.

' Hubbard Ronald Laffayette, American, founder of Scientologist Church in the USA. He was born
on 13 March 1911in w Tinden, in Nebraska. The main Headquarter of the Church at present is Los
Angeles.

22 \W.James: Pragmatism, p. 66.
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whole of the relation between an outlook and irdlinal consciousness or rather lots of
many separate consciousnesses. However, if we tdrmuslate certain ideas into
concrete experience’s language, they have to lecteg] as being cognitive empty.
Practical consequences for James are always cenaret individual. There are no
abstractive, general practical consequences. Tlvegya exist “for someone”, for an
individual consciousness. Moreover they are notstrae for everybody. Pragmatism in
its depiction of truth meet a human being half g{%ﬁalt is a simplified thinking system,
perfectly adjusted to the human being’s needstmibhe from the street, someone who
hates theory and desires to achieve practical bsn'mhwediatelﬁ“.

This is why Americans are often perceived as natequell educated and limited.
The American system of education places emphasipractical thinking rather than
theoretical. Theoretical thinking requires more Wiarige so it is more difficult. The
core of this system is ability to acquire knowledgel its practical application. There is
still room for theory as long as it leads us toveatd practical application. Moreover it is
good to know, what is useful, what should be kndwrpractice and then you can
supplement your education as far as you need it.

Such a model of education makes Americans be aldgttemely creative thinking,
but it does not mean they do not makes mistakegrRatism, as mentioned before, has
this big advantage, that it gives right to maketakies and to correct them, while the
strict doctrine has to foresee all possible circiamses.

In Jame's consideration and thinking about the dvaré use many ways, but the
most popular is theommon senseavhich is also called realism. Its virtue is contfand
transparence in characterizing the world. Commonseeis based on everyday
experience, tradition and authority. Theory carirbagreement with the common sense
in such a way that it considers its applicationdourrent actions. This way of thinking is
fully adjusted to the individual's needs and chaggtircumstances in this world. People
have got different needs so they apply differenthoés of satisfying them. Emotional,
intellectual and practical needs, which are inheedement of a human life, push him to
discover such forms of activity which are most tighhim. In the face of all needs and
their diversity we appoint in our lives, each wajy tbinking can draw valuable
conclusions from the phenomenon vastness whichowodr us as well as valuable
experiences. The “usefulness” James wrote abotibeitontemporary world has a very
important position especially in ordinary peoplee and actions, in their everyday
matters. Lack of “usefulness” do not attract ouertion and we forget about it very
quickly when something has no meaning to us. Wpekforming different activities
give us also very bad impressions, experiencesamations but not necessarily without
“useful” consequences. These consequences have bdlob@énce on our further
behavior. It means that if we do something wrond #re consequences are unpleasant
at the same time they will lead us in future ifyonle draw right conclusions.

William James wanted that searching the truth wersam habit of action. These
habits give us what we want and lead us to wherewast to get to. It is worth
mentioning here that owning truth was also a teoki proper and effective action.
Theories became the instruments, the tools whialredeto link and systematize

% |bid., p. 189.
24 \W.James: The Meaning of Truth..., p. 150.
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observing sentences and calculating which makerdoguof certain events prognosis
possible, events which are described by the obsgréntences.

The creator of instrumentalism, which is a versibpragmatism was John Dev@éy
the leader of pragmatists’ “Chicago School’. Dewegntributed most to fight
speculative currents in America and to introdu@rgerimental methods of thinking. He
was deeply interested in the field of values anchdwu behavior, society and education.
He played an important role in America especially the last one. Dewey used
philosophy in the field of education and social te Cognition, knowledge and all
human activities are the tools (instruments) ofistiljg an individual to the environment
and controlling it. What is good is always groupught creation. It is worth mentioning
here that religion, because it is subjective, atiogrto Dewey was useless and could be
part of the common human truth.

When our reflection recognizes a problematic situtthen our thought tends to
change the environment. Here the thought is inw practical, and it does not matter if
it occurs at the level of common sense or scientifeory. An intelligent action assumes
the process of thinking and examining and thesanasssymbolizing and formulating
sentences.

Sentences are in general logic tools, necessamaith the final judgment, which is
of existential importance, and the final judgmenteéached by a sequence of halfway
judgments.

The whole process of reasoning is a certain phagsgealligent actions and so it is
the instrumental process in the face of real stnaeconstruction. If a logical thought is
instrumental, it is the effectiveness that cewifies importance. Dewey believed that
from logical point of view, the definition of trutis the Peirce’s definition. He thought
that only those beliefs are true which are commeoatpgnized. Dewey tried to find the
answer to the question what is the “now and hergh® It turned out that the true is the
sentence or hypothesis which leads us to the aintawe‘True is the hypothesis that
works”, this view follows from pragmatic conceptmianing. The idea of usefulness is
interpreted in relation to the process of reshagingblematic situation and this in
Dewey considerations is something public and objectt is why he rejected the theory
of truth formulated before by James in which trgall that what is satisfying or what
satisfies an individual. The value of certain hymsis will determine its adjusting to
“the needs and requirements imposed by a situatibim® Dewey conception confirmed
in a forcible way the pragmatic character of Amaniphilosophy.

Pragmatism is a wide intellectual and social curflrwing through varied domains
of life in the USA. Moreover it is the expressiohwvaried and specifically American
views, attitudes, temperaments or characters. lerfga since the very beginning of the
state, they have tended to attach importance toracither than to thinking and the truth
of certain theory was evaluated according to ifeatifveness in action. In the early
thirtieths of 19 century Alexis de Tocqueville noticed extreme Aiten nation’s
passion to practice and the respect to the tﬁgoprt the theory which has the meaning
to the practice. Tocqueville wrote:

% John Dewey (1859-1952). Pioneer of pedagogy based on pragmatism. He claimed that as far as
the success in life is considered intelligence is only one of the tools.
% A.de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, p. 272.
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“... hardly anyone in the United States devotes hifieethe essentially theoretical
and abstract portion of human knowled?de’Whoever will deal with a “pure” theory,
which does not bring anything new into our livesdda not applied in practice and
action. It is action that takes a bigger part of life and it is the practice that improves
our abilities and enriches our knowledge. The jcadeaches us and at the same time
points to these areas of knowledge which exploisrep important to our development.

Pragmatism is usually introduced as a peculiarlyeAcan movement, which is at the
same time a tradition in North America. It was bormAmerica, it developed there and it
was popularized by its two leading representatifResgcce and James, the first “national”
American philosophers. Americans are idealistsibud very characteristic way as the
ideas exist for them only if it is possible to gattiem into effect and materialize.

One of the American contemporary philosophers RithRorty denies such
a generally American characteristic as pragmatlanone of his interviews we can read
“Pragmatism is purely philosophical movement whitarted at the end of 1@entury.

It is not a philosophy characteristically Americgh | can agree with Rorty that it is not
a philosophy characteristically American but it hgat settled” in the minds of America

inhabitants until now and it is typical for therhid the attitude which is displayed in all
domains of life as a national feature. The comnuumaéty of opportunities Tocqueville

wrote about, still gives direction to this specifiad common way of thinking in the
USAZ®. At the same time it shapes this pragmatic aituthich can be easily seen by
everybody who has been to America even for a while.
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